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Future of renewable energy in Niagara up for debate

BY TIMOTHY CHIPP
Contributing Writer

The Town of Niagara Town
Board called a public hearing to
discuss the future of two specific
renewable power-generating in-
stallations next month.

Councilmembers voted 5-0
Tuesday to schedule the public
hearing regarding a proposed lo-
cal law to establish a six-month
moratorium on “applications,
approvals and/or construction
and/or installation of solar and
wind energy systems and/or
solar and/or wind farms and/or
solar and wind energy storage
systems in the Town of Niagara.”

“Some people have been ask-
ing about solar farms,” Council-
man Richard Sirianni said follow-

ing the vote. “I felt, and the rest
of the Town Board felt, we need
to sit down and talk about where
we want these things.”

The public hearing is set for
6:30 p.m. Tuesday, June 20, at
Town Hall, 7105 Lockport Road.

Sirianni last spoke publicly
about solar farms last month,
during a discussion about a solar
power plant, later approved by
the board, to occupy space at the
Republic Services Allied Waste
Niagara Falls Landfill at 5600 Ni-
agara Falls Blvd.

At the time, he raised concerns
about the potential prevalence of
farms if the town didn’t act to
put limits on where the facilities
could be located or how many
the town wanted to approve.

This public hearing, Sirianni
said, will give the current Town
Board a chance to hear what resi-
dents and business owners have
to say about location and quan-
tity the town should have.

But, he added, the next regime
of the Town Board, following
the November election, will be
the ones making any future de-
cisions, as the moratorium will
expire just before those officials
take office.

“I don’t think the residents
want to see these in residential
areas,” Sirianni said. “But maybe
the residents don’t care.”

Currently, the town only allows
these facilities in zoned heavy
industrial land, like landfills, Su-
pervisor Lee Wallace said.

The town even has one itself,
Wallace said, in a landfill, so it
wouldn’t be an easy task to deny
any applicant their own should
they approach the board before a
moratorium is established.

That’s why the board is going
to do what it needs to ensure the
proper decisions are made, Wal-
lace said.

“We want to make sure that,
when we tackle this issue, we’ll
cover all of the details to do
what’s best for the town,” he said.

June’s regular meeting is shap-
ing up to be one offering a num-
ber of opportunities for the pub-
lic to express their opinions.

Not only will the town solicit
opinions about solar and wind
farms, the board also approved a

hearing concerning the future of
the property at 3032 Birch Ave.,
which town officials have cited
numerous times as “unsafe.”

The hearing will determine
whether the property should be
ordered repaired, demolished or
vacated, according to the town’s
wording for the public hearing
notice.

Town officials will also solicit
opinions on a special use permit
application for Caliber Collision,
at 2749 Military Road.

In addition, the board is ex-
pected to review its finalized au-
dit report from Elma-based audi-
tors Drescher & Malecki.

Painters Plus announces 13th annual ‘Project H.0.PE.

Painters  Plus  announced
the start of its annual “Project
H.O.PE.” (“Helping Others Paint
Exteriors”) application accep-
tance period for North Tonawa-
nda residents.

The owner of Painters Plus,
Niagara County Legislator Jesse
Gooch, created “Project H.O.PE.”
in 2011 as a citywide campaign to
help beautify exterior homes for
people and families in need.

Over the past 10 years, Gooch
and his team have painted home
exteriors for the elderly, cancer
patients, terminally ill individuals,
Vietnam and World War II veter-
ans. To date, Painters Plus has

free home painting jobs for peo-
ple in need.

In conjunction with the office of
North Tonawanda Mayor Austin
Tylec, Painters Plus will accept
applicants until Sept. 1. Applica-
tions are available at the North
Tonawanda City Hall or Painters
Plus office at 800 Walck Road,
North Tonawanda.

One can apply for themself or
nominate a neighbor in need.

Tylec said, “This is a great op-
portunity for any homeowner who
cannot afford to paint their house,
and a way for Mr. Gooch and his
team to give back the community.
I'm excited this program is back

donated over $100,000 in value of for North Tonawanda.”

Milestone:
50th anniversary of
Twin Cities
Meals on Wheels

The 50th anniversary of Twin
Cities Meals on Wheels was
observed, as the City of North
Tonawanda and Tonawanda pre-
sented the organization’s presi-
dent a proclamation recognizing
this important milestone.

Pictured, from left: Alderman
Joe Marranca, Mayor Austin Ty-
lec, Meals on Wheels President
Jim Burke and Alderman Joe Lon-
car. Not pictured is Mayor John
White and Niagara County Leg-
islator Jesse Gooch. (Submitted)

Dancers needed for

‘Summer Showcase’

The Greater Niagara Ballet
Company is looking for dancers
ages 13-plus with strong ballet
skills to perform at its “Summer
Showcase” the evening of Friday,
July 14, at Academy Park in Lew-
iston. There will be three rehears-
als (unless more are needed): one
the week of July 3, and the other
two the week of July 10. All will be
in the evening, around 4:30 p.m.

If interested, please send
Thursday and Friday evening
availability for July 6-7, and Mon-
day through Thursday availability
for July 10-13. Dancers enrolled
in summer camp will already be
in the showcase, but those 13 and
older are welcome to be in these
additional numbers, if they can at-
tend rehearsals.

For more information, or to
send availability, email greaterni-
agaraballet@gmail.com.

Call Now for a FREE Diagnosis
1-866-848-0045
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Village Diner

425 Main St., Youngstown * 716-745-9858

~ WEEKLY SPECIALS ~
MON CLOSED

TUE 6AM-2PM - Spaghetti and Meatballs,
Chicken Parm, Eggplant Parm, Penne Parm

WED 6AM-2PM - Fried Chicken or
Fish Fry: Battered-Breaded-Baked

THURS 6AM-2PM - Strawberry Walnut
Salad with chicken or Fish Fry

FRI 6AM-2PM - Haddock, Fish Sandwiches,
Tuna Melts & New England Clam Chowder

SAT & SUN OPEN AT 6AM - Eqgs Benedict,
Banana Walnut Pancakes, Spinach & Feta
Omelet & Our Full Breakfast & Lunch Menu

Check us out on FACEBOOK - Become a fan

Pictured are Niagara County Legis-
lator Jesse Gooch and City of North
Tonawanda Mayor Austin Tylec.
(Submitted)

Applicants or nominees must
own their home. One winner will
be chosen. For more information,
call Painters Plus at 716-693-7587
or visit www.paintersplus.us.

The winner will be announced
Sept. 8, and the job will take place
at 9 a.m. Sept. 16, weather-permit-
ting.

Paint is donated by Sherwin
Williams. Lunch will be provided
for volunteers by a local pizzeria.

Friendly
Certified Computer
Repair Experts

Simply mention coupon
code 42513 and get

any service you need!
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MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION
INDIVIDUAL *75/YEAR

FAMILY *125/YEAR

(parents & dependent children; or grandparents & grandchildren)

LIFETIME 1,000

(payable over five years)

SEE WEB FOR DETAILS
www.oldfortniagara.org

Mon 3am, 10am, 3pm - Wed 4am, 4pm, 10pm

LCTV Channel 1301
May 22nd - June 4th

Thur 3am, 10pm « Fri 10:30am
Sat 3:30am, 5:30pm « Sun 11:30am, 10pm

THE GRANITE SHOP
716-402-1046

NIAGARA FRONTIER PUBLICATIONS

TRIBUNE /SENTINEL

A Milestone Video Production. Made possible by funds from...

DZors

Friendly Markets
906 CENTER ST., LEWISTON

Shine Studio

Ask for Toni
716-297-0181

Zéopad

whnypapers.com
WNY
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Real Estate Section -

=3 EEEE: 1] WATERFRONT RANCH=SPECTACULAR VIEWS!
LAKE ONTARIO =

Porter $629,000
Acre+ of land w! lake access. The view extends
8| from kit to the bright spacious LR wi vaulted
ceilings, gas frplee & SGD to deck. Large eat-in
kitchen with SS appliances & quartz counters [IEHE
Debbie West
R E. SALESPERSON

Lewiston
This home sits on an picturesque extra lot with
gazebo & gardens. Enclosed sun rm and large LR
w/WBFP. Freshly painted quartz kit w/built-in appl's
+vinyl ﬂnnringA 3 Generous sized BRs with hrdwds.

@ Anne Smith cltext: 716-696-0193

e LCRE SESPERSON
HUNT REAL ESTATE ERA = 750 ONONDAGA ST - LEWISTON, NY 1082

OLLIES BARGAIN OUTLET

'GOOD STUFF CHEAP'

~_\ 8460 Niagara Falls Blvd,

OLL“'S Sy

Niagara Falls, NY 14304
716-205-0023

Call to place your insert order 716-773-7676
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